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i, 1928. The Soviet authorities considered
the first Five-Year Plan to have been for-
mally completed by Dec. 31, 1932, after four
and one-quarter years

The first plan laid emphasis on heavy in-
dustry. Success varied for different indus-
tries: the schedule in the machine-building
and electrical industries greatly surpassed the
plan, in the oil industry it slightly exceeded
the plan, but pig-iron production reached
only 62 per cent, and steel about one-half, of
their goals; coal and textiles fell a little short
of the plan. In 1932 the Soviet Union was
fourth in coal production, second in the pro-
duction of pig-iron and petroleum, and had
advanced from fifth to second place in the
world's industrial productions.

Among the major construction projects
completed under the first plan were the great
steel plants at Magnitogorsk in the Southern
Urals and Kusnetz in Siberia, with an ulti-
mate annual production of 4,000,000 tons of
pig-iron, the greatest in the world; Dnie-
prqstroy, on the Dnieper River, the world's
largest hydroelectric plant, with an eventual
capacity of 800,000 horsepower, formally
opened to partial operation in the summer of
1932, and the Turkestan-Siberian railway,
950 m., completed in April, 1930; the auto-
mobile plant at Gorky (former Nizhni-Nov-
gorod), with an eventual annual capacity of
150,000 cars and trucks; giant tractor fac-
tories at Stalingrad and Kharkov, and hun-
dreds of other imposing new industrial en-
terprises.

For agriculture the original plan envisioned
that the 'socialized sector* of state and col-
lective farms would embrace 20 per cent of
the sown area by 1933; at the plan's con-
clusion Premier Molotov announced that
more than 80 per cent of the sown area was
embraced by the socialized sector. The grain
harvests of 1931 and 1932 fell below that of
1930 and below the program, and there were
serious food shortages; yet Soviet methods
triumphed before the end of the year 1933 in
the greatest production of food crops in Rus-
sian history.

The second Five-Year Plan looked forward
to a general doubling of industrial produc-
tion. . As transportation was still a major
problem, especially in reducing food costs,
new railways were planned. This plan was
scheduled to begin Jan. i, 1933, but 1933 was
devoted chiefly to overcoming some of the
glaring deficiencies in the accomplishments
of the first plan.
It was evident that the Soviet regime in the

year 1934 had modified earlier policies.
Peasants had their own homes, gardens, and
animals. Many privileges were awarded to the
most skillful and industrious workers. These
included first choice in new apartments, etc.
One man may not employ others for the sake
of making a profit, but the State, as employ-
er, may grant judicious favors to its most
valuable employees. The recent trend in edu-
cation is toward reinstatement of marks and
examinations, with stricter school discipline.
For Soviet Russia's health work, see PUB-
LIC HEALTH.
On August 14, 1936, sixteen men high in
the Soviet councils including Leon Kameneff
and Gregory Zinovieff were arrested on the
charge of conspiring with the exiled Trotsky
to overthrow the government. The prisoners
were tried, found guilty, and executed. In
January, 1937, another group was arrested,
among them, Karl Radek, Gregory Sokol-
nikoff, and Gregory Piatakoff. The charge
was plotting with the help of Trotsky, to de-
liver certain Soviet provinces to Japan, and
to Germany. The prisoners confessed their
guilt. Radek and Sokolnikoff were sentenced
to ten years each. The others were executed.
Italy, Germany and Japan formed, late in
1936, an offensive alliance "to fight Com-
munism in Russia." Yet, Russia has made
progress in several directions. Illiteracy de-
creased from 75% under the Czars to 10% in
1936. Economically the people seemed to be
better off at the beginning of 1937. There
was greater freedom of speech and action.
And, though Stalin was still at the head, Rus-
sia enjoyed a constitution. The 'government
might therefore be called "a constitutional
dictatorship."
On November 25, 1936, Stalin presented a
draft of the new Soviet Constitution. It was
unanimously adopted on December 5. A sum-
mary follows:
A Federal State composed of u Soviet Re-
publics is provided. The supreme organ of,
state power becomes the Supreme Council of
the U. S. S. R. The Council shall be elected
for a period of four years. It consists of two
legislative chambers with equal rights. One
is the Council of the Union, elected on the
basis of one deputy per 3000 population, or a
total of 550 deputies. The other is the Coun-
cil of Nationalities, consisting of delegates
selected by the eleven Republics, according
to their size, or 220 deputies in all.
The two chambers, meeting in joint session
twice a year, elect a Prrsidiurn consisting of a
chairman, four vice-chairmen, and 31 mem*